Somalia

• The worst drought in 60 years
• 3.7 million at risk of starvation, most of them are women and
children
• Famine declared in several regions, tens of thousands have
died
• 3 million are displaced in camps
• Urgently needed interventions are: food aid, water, nutrition
and medicine

Contributions to the OIC Humanitarian Campaign for
Somalia may be made at the following accounts:
Account Name: OIC General Secretariat
Bank: SAMBA Financial Group, Al-Andalus Street, Jeddah
Account Number: 5600758
IBAN: SA 29 4000 0000 0000 0560 0758
SWIFT: SAMBSARI
Account Name: OIC-Humanitarian Coordination Office
Somalia Bank DAHABSHIL BANK INTERNATIONAL
Place Du 27 J Uin, Djibouti
Account Number 101593 SWIFT Code DBISDJJ2
Corresponding Bank Noor Islamic Bank, Dubai-UAE SWIFT Code
NISLAEAD
Turkish Lira account
Bank: Ziraat Bankası, Beşiktaş Şubesi, Istanbul
Bank Branch: code (529)
IBAN: TR 620001000 5295 745 740 15001
Account No: 57457401 5001
Opened in the name of: Islam Tarih Sanat ve Kultur Arastırma
Merkezi (IRCICA)
Turkish US$ account
Bank: Ziraat Bankası, Beşiktaş Şubesi, Istanbul
Bank Branch: code (529)
IBAN: TR 350001000 5295 745 740 15002
Account No: 57457401 5002
Opened in the name of: Islam Tarih Sanat ve Kultur Arastırma
Merkezi (IRCICA)
Turkish EURO account
Bank: Ziraat Bankası, Beşiktaş Şubesi, Istanbul
Bank Branch: code (529)
IBAN: TR 08000 1000 5295 745740 15003
Account No: 57457401 5003
Opened in the name of: Islam Tarih Sanat ve Kultur Arastırma
Merkezi (IRCICA)
To join the OIC Alliance to relieve Somalia:
OIC Humanitarian Affairs Department (ICHAD)
Focal Point: Mr. Saidi Kasajja, Email: kasaja@oic-oci.org
Telephone: 9665222-651-2-, Ext-1402. Fax: 9662288-651-2-.
OIC Humanitarian Coordination Office, Somalia
Focal Point: Mr. Ahmed Adam, E-Mail: info@oic-somalia.org.
Telephone: 2522800-093-. Fax: 2520400-093-.

About OIC
The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is the second largest inter-governmental organization after the United Nations with
a membership of 57 states spread over four continents. The Organization is the collective voice of the Muslim world. It endeavors to
safeguard and protect the interests of the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting international peace and harmony among various
peoples of the world.
Originally named The Organization of the Islamic Conference, it was established pursuant a decision adopted by the historical summit
which took place in Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco, on 12th Rajab 1389 AH/ 25 September 1969 AD, following the criminal arson of
Al-Aqsa Mosque in occupied Jerusalem.
In 1970, the first ever meeting of the Islamic Conference of Foreign Minister (ICFM) was held in Jeddah. It adopted the decision
to establish a permanent secretariat in Jeddah headed by the organization's secretary general. Prof Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu is the 9th
Secretary General who assumed office in January 2005 after being elected by the 31st ICFM Session.
The first OIC Charter was adopted by the 3rd ICFM Session held in 1972. The Charter was amended to keep pace with the developments
that have unraveled recently across the world. The 11th Islamic Summit held in Dakar in March 2008 endorsed the new Charter,
which has become the pillar of the OIC future Islamic action in line with the requirements of the 21st century. The new Charter
provides for the dissemination and safeguard of Islamic teachings and values based on moderation and tolerance, as well as the need
to strive for the projection and defense of the true image of Islam. The new Charter also called for encouraging inter-civilizational
and interfaith dialogue. Over the last 40 years, the OIC membership has grown from its founding members of 30 to 57 states. In 2011
in Astana, Khazakhstan, the 38th Council of Foreign Ministers endorsed changing the emblem and name to Organization of Islamic
Cooperation.
The Organization has the singular honor of galvanizing the Ummah into a unified voice and representing Muslims by espousing
all causes close to the hearts of over 1.5 billion Muslims in the world. The Organization has consultative and cooperative relations
with the UN and other inter-governmental organizations to protect the vital interests of the Muslims and to work for the settlement
of conflicts and disputes involving Member States. In safeguarding the true values of Islam and Muslims, the organization has taken
various steps to remove misperceptions and have strongly advocated elimination of discrimination against Muslims in all forms
and manifestations. It has also engaged in fighting Islamophobia by setting up a dedicated observatory to track and monitor the
phenomenon and its disturbing manifestations
The Member States of the OIC face many challenges in the 21st century. To address these challenges, the 3rd Extraordinary Session
of the Islamic Summit held in Makkah in December 2005, laid down a blue print called the Ten-Year Program of Action (TYPOA)
which envisages joint action by the Member States, promotion of tolerance and moderation, modernization, extensive reforms in all
spheres of activities including science and technology, education, and development of trade. It also emphasizes good governance and
the promotion of human rights in the Muslim world, especially with regard to the children's and women's rights as well as family
values enshrined in Islamic Shariah [law].
One of the outstanding achievements since the adoption of the Ten-Year Programme of Action (TYPOA) has been the recent
reinvigoration and restructuring of the various OIC bodies. Among the OIC's key bodies the Islamic Summit, the Council of Foreign
Ministers (CFM), the General Secretariat, in addition to the Al-Quds Committee chaired by the king of the Kingdom of Morocco, as
Al-Quds remains the paramount issue on the OIC's agenda, and three permanent committees, one of which is concerned with science
and technology (COMSTECH) that is chaired by the President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the second committee is concerned
with economy and trade (COMCEC) which is chaired by the President of the Republic of Turkey, while the third one is concerned with
information and culture (COMIAC) which is chaired by the President of Senegal.
The OIC has subsidiary organs, notably Statistical, Economic and Social Research and Training Centre for the Islamic Countries
(SESRIC), the Research Center for Islamic History, Art and Culture (IRCICA), the International Islamic Fiqh Academy (IIFA) and
the Islamic Center for the development of Trade (ICDT). Other specialized organs operating under the OIC include the Islamic
Development Bank (IDB) and the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO). There are also affiliated
organs such as the Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) and the Islamic World Academy of Sciences (IAS).
The OIC subsidiary, affiliated and specialized organs play a vital role in boosting cooperation in various fields among the OIC Member
States.
For more details, visit the OIC website at www.oic-oci.org

Intergovernmental body and ICCI partner fosters
inter-religious dialogue and Islamic cooperation

EUCLID's Zahid Ali and ICCI's ASG Attiya Ali at the signing ceremony.

Karachi, Pakistan - Syed Zahid Ali of Pakistan
was the President of the Junior Chamber International
Pakistan, when he founded an international NGO called the
International Organization for Sustainable Development
(IOSD). From its inception in 2005, IOSD has had a vision
to foster dialogue and development through knowledge,
which is why it developed a broad network of relationships
and agreements with universities, and as early as 2006, with
the Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI).
In partnership with the universities of N’Djamena (Chad
being an OIC member) and Bangui (the Central African
Republic being an OIC observer), IOSD almost immediately
launched a project called ‘Euclid’ whose aim was to create
extension programs in sustainable development as well as
inter-religious diplomacy and bioethics.
“I was amazed” explains Syed Zahid Ali, “that these
distance learning programs received so many expressions
of interest from universities and government officials.”
Indeed, in 2008, several governments interested in using
the ‘Euclid’ programs to train their own staff jointly signed
an intergovernmental agreement establishing ‘EUCLID’ as
an educational framework with a university charter with the
full name Pôle Universitaire Euclide / Euclid University.
As of June 2011, 11 countries (including 6 OIC members)

participate in EUCLID.
In 2009, as part of a ’Joint Initiative’, EUCLID and ICCI
began offering an MBA in Islamic Finance with an annual
scholarship scheme, followed by a similar program between
EUCLID and ECOWAS (the Economic Community of
Western African States), an African regional organization
with 16 Member States (including 9 OIC members).
Appointed as EUCLID’s first Secretary-General in
accordance with the Statutes, Syed Zahid Ali is more than
ever convinced that education and cooperation are essential,
especially to overcome anti-Islamic prejudice which he
considers, even by personal experience, a significant concern,
especially in the USA. For this reason, EUCLID now offers
two academic programs in inter-religious dialogue and
diplomacy which have a strong focus on Muslim – Christian
dialogue. “IOSD and EUCLID are examples of what can
happen when Islam and the West are able to cooperate in
the spirit of ‘A Common Word’ to serve humanity” explains
Zahid Ali. “It is my sincere hope that our organization will be
able to make a contribution to the vision of OIC, especially
by fostering a better understanding of how sustainable
economic development relates to our religious values.”
From IOSD to EUCLID, the organization’s institutional
processes were completed in May 2011 with its registration
and listing by the UNESCO-based International Organization
of Universities in the exclusive group of International
/ Regional institutions. Zahid Ali is eager to point out
that out of the 5 institutions listed in the group (United
Nations University, European University Institute and two
intergovernmental maritime schools), only EUCLID is
headquartered in Africa, specifically in an OIC affiliated
country, and uniquely committed to Islamic cooperation.
EUCLID’s High Steward is Mohamed Toihiri, the current
Ambassador of the Comoros to the United Nations.
For more information on EUCLID, visit www.euclid.int

The 5th Forum on Statistical Capacity
Building for Arab Countries

Amman, Jordan - Under the patronage of Dr. Marouf
Suleiman al-Bakhit, Prime Minister of the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan, the Fifth Forum on Statistical Capacity
Building for Arab Countries with the theme “Statistics,
Media and Policy Making” was held on 4- 5 July 2011
in Amman, Jordan. The delegates of National Statistical
Offices (NSO) from 13 Arab Countries including Bahrain,
Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Oman, Somalia,
Sudan and Tunisia, and the representatives of the Arab
Institute for Training and Research in Statistics (AITRS),
the Arab League, EUROSTAT, the European Central
Bank, the International Cooperation Agency for the French
Ministries of Economy and Finance (ADETEF), PARIS21,
the Statistical, Economic and Social Research and Training
Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRIC), Statistics Netherlands,
Statistics Norway, the United Nations Economic and Social

Commission for Western Asia (UNESCWA), and the World
Bank participated in the Forum.
During the meeting, recommendations of the previous
forums were assessed in the context of lessons learned
from the challenges experienced in the implementation
of the recommendations. Participants also discussed the
knowledge and experience exchange, the role of media to
create statistical awareness and increase the visibility, and
reputation of the NSOs and their products. The importance
of coordination with national stakeholders and strengthening
role of international partners by providing financial
and technical support were also highlighted for further
development of national statistical systems.
At the end of the Forum, a draft resolution of the meeting
was prepared and it has been decided that the next Forum be
organized in the first quarter of 2013 in Lebanon.
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